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stimulus from the south was specially important in the
early years of the present century when thousands sold
their farms in the Western United States and sought free
homesteads in Canada, bringing with them the social
concepts of their native land. Hither, for example, came
Henry Wise Wood who zealously introduced to his adopted
Alberta ideas which helped to fashion a powerful agrarian
revolt.
The Grange was the first extensive organization in
Canada to express an agrarian interest and the fertile parent
of others. It was not, in the same degree as in the United
States, fostered by indignation at the freight charges of
. railway companies and their stock jobbery, but it was
inspired by American example and concerned with most
of the proclaimed causes of the American movement:
monetary reform, tariff reduction, banking legislation, control
of the middleman, municipal renovation, and public control
of railways. Its principal achievements were to crystallize
the thought of agriculturists, to discipline them by organi-
zation, and to prepare them for enlistment in the Patrons
of Industry, who in the nineties attempted that political
action from which the Grange itself shrank. Following the
example of the Populists in the United States, the Patrons
attacked the two national parties and attempted to create
a grand alliance of farmers and labour. They won an
unexpected success in 1894 when they captured seventeen
seats in the provincial election of Ontario. But their decline
was as swift as their rise. In the federal elections of 1896
they met a sharp repulse from which they never recovered.
The attempt of the Patrons to achieve a firm alliance
with labour was for evident reasons a failure. In the nineties
Canadian labour, both in ideas and organization, was too
feeble for political action. In any case, apart from common
beliefs in democracy and the need for controlling powerful
corporations, there were few specific ends then or later
upon which farmers and labour could readily or long agree.
Whenever union leaders looked beyond the claims of their
organization for legal security, they were concerned to
achieve through the state a shorter day, higher wages, and